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to establish the dictator- Select the correct answer using the code
Indian History 2.shipIt wanted
given below.
of proletariat.
1. Modern History
1. Consider the following
1. The first woman President of the Indian National Congress was Sarojini
Naidu.
2. The first Muslim President of the
Indian National Congress was Badruddin Tyabji.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d)Neither I nor 2
Answer: (b) 2 only
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
447 in Box 1887: Badruddin Tyabji
Madras Attended by 607 delegates.

Page No. 447 in Box: 1917 Annie Besant Calcutta First lady to preside, gave
first flag to Congress: Green and Red.
2. Who of the following organized a
march on the Tanjore coast to break the
Salt Law in April 1930?
(a) V. O. Chidambaram Pillai
(b) C. Rajagopalachari
(c) K. Kamaraj
(d) Annie Besant
Answer: (b) C. Rajagopalachari
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
392 : Tamil Nadu: C. Raja-gopalachari
conducted a salt march from Trichinopalli to Veda Vannayam( on Tanjore
coast). Head quarter was Tiruchengodu. Satyamurti and Srinivas Aiyangar were the leaders.
3. With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider the following statements :
1. It advocated the boycott of British
goods and evasion of taxes.

3. It advocated separate electorate for
minorities and oppressed classes.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None
Answer: (d) None
Source: CST Main History: Page No.
II.40 and Column number 2: Ideologically, CSP wanted to pursue the Congress to adopt a socialist vision of independent India and a more radical
pro-labour and pro-peasant stand on
current economic issues. CSP encompassed three broad ideologically currents: the Marxian, the Fabian and the
current influenced by Gandhiji. Despite differences on certain issues, CSP
never carried its opposition to the existing leadership of Congress to breaking point. Whenever it came to the
crunch, it gave up its theoretical position and adopted a realistic approach
close to that of Nehru.
4. Who of the following was/were economic critic/critics of colonialism in
India?
1. Dadabhai Naoroji
2. G. Subramania Iyer
3. R. C. Dutt
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
347 : Stages of Colonialism:
R.C. Dutt has categorised British colonialism into three stages:
i) 1797 – 1813 = Merchant Capital;
ii) 1813 – 1857 = Industrial Capital; and
iii) 1857 – 1947 = Finance Capital.
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
590: The famous theory 'Drain of
Wealth' was propounded by Dadabhai
Naoroji
5. With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of the following statements
is/are correct?
1. It recommended a federal government.
2. It enlarged the powers of the Indian
courts.
3. It provided for more Indians in the
ICS.
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(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) None
Answer: (a) 1 only
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
641: Some important points regarding
the Cabinet Mission: - (1) Clearly rejected the demand of Pakistan (2)
Aimed to establish a Union of India
consisting of British India and Indian
States dealing with foreign affairs, defence, communication. It was to have
powers to raise finance for its functioning. (3) Provinces were given full autonomy and residuary powers were
vested in the provinces. (4) Provinces
were given powers to form groups. (5)
The Cabinet Mission Divided India in
A, B, C groups and in C Group only
Bengal and Assam were there. (6) As
regards the Constituent Assembly, it
was to be elected by Provincial Legislative Council but not by adult suffrage. The members of the PLA were
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divided into 3 groups (General, Muslim and Sikh). (7)Provinces were given powers to call for reconsideration
of the terms of the constitution after 10
years. (8) The mission contemplated
establishing of an Interim Government
in which all portfolios including that
of the War member was to be given to
Indian members.(9) Europeans in the
Provincial Assemblies were to absent
themselves from voting for selecting
the member of the Constitution Assembly but only the Europeans in UP took
part in elections.
6. With reference to Indian history,
which of the following is/are the essential element/elements of the feudal
system?
1. A very strong centralized political
authority and a very weak provincial
or local political authority.
2. Emergence of administrative structure based on control and possession
of land
3. Creation of lord-vassal relationship
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between the feudal lord and his overlord
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
223: The ministers were generally from
the Brahmans.They were paid by the
grant of revenue-villages; the beneficiaries had right over the revenue and
no administrative authority was transferred as it happened with the landgrants of Satavahanas and onwards
which gave
birth to feudalism.
7. Which one of the following movements has contributed to a split in the
Indian National Congress resulting in

the emergence of ‘moderates’ and ‘extremists?
(a) Swadeshi Movement
(b) Quit India Movement
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement
(d) Civil Disobedience Movement
Answer: (a) Swadeshi Movement
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
359: The Moderates understood by this
term a form of Government on the
model of dominions working under
the British Empire. For the Extremists
it meant self government within the
Empire and if possible outside it. The
Moderates laid stress upon the economic aspects of Swadeshi and looked
upon Boycott as a transitory measure
whereas Extremists were of opinion
that both Swadeshi and Boycott were
weapons of political warfare in perpetuity. The situation started to became
more and more volatile and finally in
1907 at Surat Session, the formal split
took place.
8. With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, which of the following statements
is/are correct?

1. The Rowlatt Act was based on the
recommendations of the ‘Sedition
Committee’.
2. In Rowlatt Satyagraha, Gandhiji
tried to utilize the Home Rule League.
3. Demonstrations against the arrival
of Simon Commission coincided with
Rowlatt Satyagraha.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (b) 1 and 2 only
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
379: Rowlatt Committee, also called the
Sedition Committee submitted it’s report in April 1918.
CST Indian History, Page No. 387: On
8th November, 1927, the British P.M.
established a 7 member team called
Simon Commission with John Simon
as its Chairman.
2. Medieval History
9. Consider the following:
The arrival of Babur into India led to
the
1. introduction of gunpowder in the
subcontinent
2. introduction of the arch and dome
in the region’s architecture
3. establishment of Timurid dynasty in
the region
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
456 in Box: Babar defeated D.Lodhi
and in this battle the Gunpowder was
for the first time used.
CST Indian History, Page No. 230: He
conquered Bhira and at the Battle of
Bhira gunpowder was used for the
first time;
CST Indian History, Page No. 229:
Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur was
fifth in descent from Timur, ‘the earthshaker’. Babur (Mongolian, “tiger”),
real name Zahiruddin Muhammad
(1483-1530), founder of the Mughal
dynasty of India and its first emperor
(1526-1530).
10. Consider the following pairs :
Medieval Indian State - Present Region
1. Champaka — Central India
2. Durgara — Jammu
3. Kuluta — Malabar
Which of the above pairs is/arc correctly matched?
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(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (b) 2 only
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
57 in Box: Champa was one of the six
principal cities of India; a trade and
commerce centre and its merchants
sailed to distant Suvarnabhumi. In its
neighbourhood, there was a famous
tank named Gaggara and two important towns were Bhaddiya and Assapura.
3. Ancient History
11. Who of the following founded a
new city on the south bank of a tributary to river Krishna and undertook to
rule his new kingdom as the agent of a
deity to whom all the land south of the
river Krishna was supposed to belong?
(a) Amoghavarsha I
(b) Ballala II
(c) Harihara I
(d) Prataparudra II
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
175: Harihara I (1336 - 1356): Following the Kakatiya model, he organised
the country into Sthalas, Nadus and
Simas. He laid the foundation of a new
capital, which he called Vijaya or Vidy-
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anagara.
12. Which of the following kingdoms
were associated with the life of the
Buddha?
I. Avanti
2. Gandhara
3. Kosala
4. Magadha
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4
(d) 3 and 4 only
Answer: d) 3 and 4 only
CST Indian History, Page No. 97:
Kaivalya-Jnana: and abandoned them
near Parsavanath Hills altogether
when he attained perfect knowledge;
propagated for 30 years; visited Kosala, Magadha, Mithila, Champa; received under sala tree on the bank of
the river Rijupalika near the village
Art and architecture
and culture
1. Kalamkari painting refers to
(a) a hand-painted cotton textile in
South India
(b) a handmade drawing on bamboo
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handicrafts in North-East India
(c) a block-painted woollen cloth in
Western Himalayan region of India
(d) a hand-painted decorative silk cloth
in North-Western India
Answer: (a) a hand-painted cotton textile in South India
2. With reference to the art and
archaeo-logical history of India, which
one among the following was made
earliest?
(a) Lingaraja Temple at Bhubaneswar
(b) Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli
(c) Rock-cut Monuments at Mahabalipuram
(d) Varaha Image at Udayagiri
Answer: (b) Rock-cut Elephant at
Dhauli
Source: CST Indian History, Page No.
463: Dhauli and Kalsi, Rajagriha Elephant

Geography

1. World Geography
1. What explains the eastward flow of
the equatorial counter-current?
(a) The Earth’s rotation on its axis
(b) Convergence of the two equatorial
currents
(c) Difference in salinity of water
(d) Occurrence of the belt of calm near
the equator
Answer: (a) The Earth’s rotation on its
axis
Source: CST Geography, Page No. 181
and see question number 106: 1. Direction of the ocean currents are affected by the rotation of the earth.
2. Equatorial current and counter equatorial currents are the result of the rotation of the earth.
3. In the northern hemisphere, ocean
current are deflected to their left.
4. In the southern hemisphere, ocean

currents are deflected to their right.
2. In the South Atlantic and SouthEastern Pacific regions in tropical latitudes, cyclone does not originate. What
is the reason?
(a) Sea surface temperatures are low
(b) Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone
seldom occurs
(c) Coriolis force is too weak
(d) Absence of land in those regions
Answer: (a) sea surface temperatures
are low
Source: CST Geography, Page No.
134: A Tropical Cyclones is a warm
core vortex circulation of tropical origin with a small diameter often of an
approximately circular shape; they occur only in oceanic areas where the sea
temperatures exceed 27 degree C.
3. Which one of the following National Parks has a climate that varies from
tropical to subtropical, temperate and
arctic?
(a) Khangchendzonga National Park
(b) Nandadevi National Park
(c) Neora Valley National Park
(d) Namdapha National Park
Answer: (d) Namdapha National Park
4. The term ‘Goldilocks Zone’ is often
seen news in the context of
(a) the limits of habitable zone above
the surface of the Earth
(b) regions inside the Earth where shale
gas is available
(c) search for the Earth-like planets in
outer space
(d) search for meteorites containing
precious metals
Answer: (a) the limits of habitable
zone above the surface of the Earth. or
(c) search for the Earth-like planets in
outer space
Source: CST March 2015, Page No. 136
and column 1. But the five planets orbit closer to Kepler-444 than Mercury
does our sun, putting them outside the
“Goldilocks Zone” i.e., the surface temperatures at those distances would be
too hot to harbour life. NASA's Kepler
space telescope has found eight planets in the so-called Goldilocks zone of
their stars, just at the right distance to
contain liquid water and, possibly, life.
The first, Kepler-438b is 470 light-years
from Earth. It circles its star once every 35 days. The smallsize of Kepler
438b makes it likely to be a rocky
world, while its proximity to its star
puts it in the “Goldilocks” or habitable
zone where the temperature is just
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right for liquid water to flow.
Note: The objective of sending such
satellites to this specific zone is to
search for habitable life because of its
optimum conditions found in such
zone. Under this situation both the
options look closer and cannot be nullified against each other. Therefore,
CST prefers both the options to be true.
5. Tides occur in the oceans and seas
due to which among the following?
I. Gravitational force of the Sun
2. Gravitational force of the Moon
3. Centrifugal force of the Earth
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) I only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) I and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3 only
Source: CST Geography, Page 153:
The rise and fall of sea water due to
gravitational forces (centripetal) of the
Sun and Moon are called tides. The sea
waves generated by the tides are called
Tidal Waves.
CST Geography, Page 153: The daily
rising and falling of the tides.
6. The term ‘lndARC’, sometimes seen
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in the news, is the name of
(a) an indigenously developed radar
system inducted into Indian Defence
(b) India’s satellite to provide services
to the countries of Indian Ocean Rim
(c) a scientific establishment set up by
India in Antarctic region
(d) India’s underwater observatory to
scientifically study the Arctic region
Answer: (d) India’s underwater observatory to scientifically study the Arctic region
Source: CST October 2014, Page No.
127 and column 3. After an year becoming the permanent
observer to the Arctic Council along
with China, Japan, South Korea, Singapore and Italy, India was able to install its first multi-sensor moored observatory, Ind ARC, in the Kongsfjorden fjord of the Arctic, roughly half
way between Norway and the North
Pole.
7. Which one of the following countries of South-West Asia does not open
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out to the Mediterranean Sea?
(a) Syria
(b) Jordan
(c) Lebanon
(d) Israel
Answer: (b) Jordan
Source: CST Geography, Page No.
312-313: It is a Middle Eastern country, bordered by Syria to the north, Iraq
to the northeast, Saudi Arabia to the
east and south and both Israel and the
WestBank to the west.
8. “Each day is more or less the same,
the morning is clear and bright with a
sea breeze; as the Sun climbs high in
the sky, heat mounts up, dark clouds
form, then rain comes with thunder
and lightning. But rain is soon over.”
Which of the following regions is described in the above passage?
(a) Savannah
(b) Equatorial
(c) Monsoon
(d) Mediterranean
Answer: (b) Equatorial
Source: CST Geography, Page 192: (a)
Climate: It is a hot wet climatic region,
temperature about 27 degree c
throughout the year. Diurnal ranges
are also not significant. It is a humid
region where the humidity is very
high. Rainfalls throughout the year but
is heavier after the position of Equinoxes on two occasions- after 21st March
and 23rd Sept. No change in the season. Average annual rainfall between
150-300 cm. Rain is of convectional
type.
2. Indian Geography
9. Which one of the following regions
of India has a combination of mangrove forest, evergreen forest and deciduous forest?
(a) North Coastal Andhra Pradesh
(b) South-West Bengal
(c) Southern Saurashtra
(d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Answer: (d) Andaman and Nicobar

Islands
Source: CST Geography, Page No.
423: Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests:
Temperature: 25-27°C; Rainfall: more
than 250cm; Humidity: exceeding 77
per cent; Region: North east India,
Western part of the Western Ghats, Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
CST Geography, Page No. 465: It is estimated at about 6,700 sq. km., which
constitutes about 7 per cent of the
world’s mangroves. Sunderbans is the
largest with 4,200 sq.km, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands account for an additional 1,200 sq. Km., while small patches are found in Andhra Pradesh, Goa,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Orissa and Tamil Nadu.
10. In India, in which one of the following types of forests is teak a dominant tree species?
(a) Tropical moist deciduous forest
(b) Tropical rain forest
(c) Tropical thorn scrub forest
(d) Temperate forest with grasslands
Answer: (a) Tropical moist deciduous
forest
CST Geography, Page No. 424: Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests: Temperature: 24-27°C; Rainfall: 100-150cm; Humidity: 60-75 per cent; Region: Eastern
stope's of Western Ghats, North eastern part of peninsula, Along the foothills of Himalaya in Siwaliks and Tarai
region; Specific Trees: Height 30-40m.
Sal (Shorea robusta) and Teak (Tectona
grandis) are the most important Sheesham, Sandal wood, Rose wood, Harra, Mahua, Khair, Tomentosa, Kusum,
Lendi are some other species.
11. Consider the following rivers :
I. Vamsadhara
2. lndravati
3. Pranahita
4. Pennar
Which of the above are tributaries of
Godavari?
(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1, 2 and 4
(d) 2 and 3 only
Answer: (d) 2 and 3 only
CST Geography, Page No. 401-402:
Godawari: Rises in Trimbak plateau
near Nasik (Maharashtra) and flows
eastward in the gorge upto Nasik town.
Direction of flow: It drains eastern and
south eastern Maharashtra, Bastar district (Chhattisgarh) and Telengana. It is
the longest river in Indian Peninsula.
Tributaries left bank-Darna, Penganga,
Wardha, Wenganga, Indravati, Sabri ,
Pravara, Purna, Manpla, Maner, Pranhita. Right bank-Manjra.
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12. Consider the following pairs :
Place of Pilgrimage — Location
1. Srisailam —Nallamala Hills
2. Omkareshwar — Satmala Hills
3. Pushkar —Mahadeo Hills
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (a) 1 only
13. Which of the following National
Parks is unique in being a swamp with
floating vegetation that supports a rich
biodiversity?
(a) Bhitarkanika National Park
(b) Keibul Lamjao National Park
(c) Keoladeo Ghana National Park
(d) Sultanpur National Park
Answer: (b) Keibul Lamjao National
Park
14. Which one of the following pairs
of States of India indicates the easternmost and westernmost State?
(a) Assam and Rajasthan
(b) Arunachal Pradesh and Rajasthan
(c) Assam and Gujarat
(d) Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat
Answer: (d) Arunachal Pradesh and
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Gujarat
CST Geography, Page No. 366: Latitudinal extent 8º4’N to 37º6’N; it is 1/3
angular distance between equator and
north pole. Longitudinal extent 68º7’E
to 97º25’E (For mainland); it is 1/12th
of the circumference of the equator.
Roughly a quadrangular shape. The
time difference of sunrise in Saurashtra and Arunachal Pradesh is 2 hours.
15. Consider the following statements:
1. The winds which blow between 30
degree N and 60° S latitudes through
-out the year are known as westerlies.
2. The moist air masses that cause winter rains in North-Western region of
India are part of westerlies.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b) 2 only
Source: CST Geography, Page No.
109: In the southern hemisphere, where
there is a large expanse of ocean, from
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40 degree south to 60 degree south;
westerlies blow with much greater
force and regularity throughout the
year.
CST Geography, Page No. 412: The
Western disturbances originate in the
Mediterranean Sea and move eastwards under the influence of the westerly jet stream, influencing the winter
weather condition in the north Indian
plains and the Himalayan regions.
16. In a particular region in India, the
local people train the roots of living
trees into robust bridges across the
streams. As the time passes, these
bridges become stronger. These unique
living root bridges’ are found in
(a) Meghalaya
(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Jharkhand
(d) Tamil Nadu
Answer: (a) Meghalaya
17. Consider the following States :
1. Arunachal Pradesh
2. Himachal Pradesh
3. Mizoram
In which of the above States do ‘Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests’ occur?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
Source: CST Geography, Page No.
423: Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests:
Temperature: 25-27°C; Rainfall: more
than 250cm; Humidity: exceeding 77
per cent; Region: North east India,
Western part of the Western Ghats, Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Ecology and
Environment

1. Which of the following statements
regarding ‘Green Climate Fund’ is/are
correct?
I. It is intended to assist the developing countries in adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate
change.
2. It is founded under the aegis of
UNEP, OECD, Asian Development
Bank and World Bank.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither I nor 2
Answer: (a) 1 only
Source: CST June 2015, Page No. 42,
Column 1 and 2: The Cancun climate
conference emphasized on the agree-

ment on the Shared Vision, an Adaptation Framework, a global forest conservation scheme (REDD Plus) , Technology Transfer, the establishment of
a “Green Climate” fund, proposed to
be worth $100 billion a year by 2020,
and a better system for monitoring and
measuring GHG emissions from the
USA and other major emitters. The fact
that this fund can be directly accessed
by national institutions without being
channeled through multilateral development banks (MDBs), such as the
World Bank, is another clear win since
national institutions are far more suited to handle funding because they un-

derstand the contours of the country
better. Besides that a technology mechanism was also set up under the UNFCCC with a policy-making committee and a centre.
2. Which one of the following is associated with the issue of control and
phasing out of the use of ozone-depleting substances?
(a) Bretton Woods Conference
(b) Montreal Protocol
(c) Kyoto Protocol
(d) Nagoya Protocol
Answer: (b) Montreal Protocol
Source: CST June 2015, Page No. 30
and Column No. 1
It has to be noted that the developed
nations have long been demanding that
the HFC to be brought under the purview of the Montreal Protocol which
currently deals only with Ozone-depleting substances.
3. What is Rio+20 Conference, often
mentioned in the news?
(a) It is the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development
(b) It is a Ministerial Meeting of the
World Trade Organization

OCTOBER 2015, XXI Year, Issue No.10
Current NEWS covered up to AUGUST 25, 2015

75

(c) It is a Conference of the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change
(d)It is a Conference of the Member
Countries of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Answer: (a) It is the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development
Source: CST June 2015, Page No. 30
and Column No. 1: The concept of Sustainable Development Goals was born
at the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, Rio+20 in
2012.
4. Which one of the following is the
best description of the term ‘ecosystem?
(a) A community of organisms interacting with one another
(b) That part of the Earth which is inhabited by living organisms
(c) A community of organisms together with the environment in which they
live
(d) The flora and fauna of a geographical area
Answer: (c) A community of organisms together with the environment
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in which they live
Source: CST February 2015, Page No.
102 and Column No.2: An ecosystem
is a dynamic complex of plant, animal,
and microorganism communities and
the nonliving environment interacting
as a functional unit. Humans are an integral part of ecosystems. Ecosystems
vary enormously in size; a temporary
pond in a tree hollow and an ocean
basin can both be ecosystems. And
Ecology is the scientific study of the
processes influencing the distribution
and abundance of organisms, the interactions among organisms, and the
interactions between organisms and
the transformation and flux of energy
and matter.
5. Which one of the following is the
national aquatic animal of India?
(a) Saltwater crocodile
(b) Olive ridley turtle
(c) Gangetic dolphin
(d) Gharial
Answer: (c) Gangetic dolphin
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6. With reference to ‘fly ash’ produced
by the power plants using coal as fuel,
which of the following statements is/
are correct?
1. Fly ash can be used in the production of bricks for building construction.
2. Fly ash can be used as a replacement
for some of the Portland cement contents of concrete.
3. Fly ash is made up of silicon dioxide
and calcium oxide only, and does not
contain any toxic elements.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (a) 1 and 2
7. With reference to ‘dugong’, a mam-

mal found in India, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It is a herbivorous marine animal.
2. It is found along the entire coast of
India.
3. It is given legal protection under
Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (c) 1 and 3
Source: CST February 2015, Page
No.117 and Column No. 2: Dugong
(Dugong dugon): Listed as Vulnerableand protected under Schedule I of the
WPA,1972, dugong occurs in the Gulf
of Mannar, Palk Bay, Gulf of Kachchh
and Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
8. What can be the impact of excessive/ inappropriate use of nitrogenous
fertilizers in agriculture?
1. Proliferation of nitrogen-fixing microorganisms in soil can occur.
2. Increase in the acidity of soil can take
place.
3. Leaching of nitrate to the groundwater can occur.

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 2 and 3 only
The excess use of nitrogen based fertilizer in agriculture leads to follwing
impact:
1. water pollution and algal bloom
2 leaching of nitrate in ground water
3 acidity of soil
4 blue baby syndrome among children
who consume polluted water.
9. With reference to the International
Union for Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN) and the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES), which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1. IUCN is an organ of the United Nations and CITES is an international
agreement between governments.
2. IUCN runs thousands of field
projects around the world to better
manage natural environments.
3. CITES is legally binding on the States
that have joined it, but this Convention
does not take the place of national laws.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only
Source: CST May 2015, Page No.27
and Column No. 1:
IUCN was founded in October 1948 as
the International Union for the Protection of Nature (or IUPN) as the world’s
first global environmental organization
following an international conference
in Fontainebleau,France.
Source: CST May 2015, Page No.38
and Column No. 1:
CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora) is an international
agreement between governments. Its
aim is to ensure that international trade
in specimens of wild animals and
plants does not threaten their survival. CITES was drafted as a result of a
resolution adopted in 1963 at a meeting of members of IUCN (The World
Conservation Union).
10. With reference to an organization
known as ‘BirdLife International’,
which of the following statements is/
are correct?
1. It is a Global Partnership of Conser-
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vation Organizations.
2. The concept of biodiversity hotspots’
originated from this organization.
3. It identifies the sites known/ referred to as ‘Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas’.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
Source: CST May 2015, Page No.38
and Column No. 1:
1922 was the year that the birth of the
world’s first true international conservation organisation, The International
Council for Bird Preservation (ICBP),
the organisation which grew into the
BirdLife International Partnership, was
founded. ICBP was given responsibility within IUCN for compiling data on
the world’s threatened birds.
11. Which one of the following best
describes the main objective of ‘Seed
Village Concept’?
(a) Encouraging the farmers to use their
own farm seeds and discouraging
them to buy the seeds from others
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(b) Involving the farmers for training
in quality seed production and thereby to make available quality seeds to
others at appropriate time and affordable cost
(c) Earmarking some villages exclusively for the production of certified
seeds
(d) Identifying the entrepreneurs in villages and providing them technology
and finance to set up seed companies
Answer: (b) Involving the farmers for
training in quality seed production
and thereby to make available quality seeds to others at appropriate time
and affordable cost
12. With reference to bio-toilets used
by the Indian Railways, consider the
following statements :
1. The decomposition of human waste
in the bio-toilets is initiated by a fungal inoculum.
2. Ammonia and water vapour are the
only end products in this decomposition which are released into the atmoCivil Services
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sphere.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (d) Neither 1 nor 2
The decomposition of human waste in
the bio-toilets is initiated by a bacterial inoculum (and not fungal).
Carbon dioxide and Methane are the
end products released into the atmosphere.
When human excreta comes in contact
with bacteria, it gets converted into
methane and water through a series of
steps of anaerobic digestion—hydrol-

ysis, acidogenesis, acetogenesis and
methanogenesis. You can refer to this
pdf document which has explained the
whole process elaborately.

Indian
Economy

1. In the ‘Index of Eight Core Industries’, which one of the following is given the highest weight?
(a) Coal production
(b) Electricity generation
(e) Fertilizer production
(d) Steel production
Answer: (b) Electricity generation
Electricity generation increased by 6.1
per cent in 2013-14 as compared to 4.0
per cent growth registered in the previous year.. From among the industries
in the IIP basket, an indicative monthly index of eight industries—coal, fertilizer, electricity, crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, steel, and cement are
‘core’ in nature because of their likely
impact on general economic activity as
well as other industrial activity.
2. The substitution of steel for wood-

en ploughs in agricultural production
is an example of
(a) labour-augmenting progress technological
(b) capital-augmenting progress technological
(c) capital-reducing progress technological
(d) None of the above
Answer: (b) capital-augmenting
progress technological
3. Convertibility of rupee implies
(a) being able to convert rupee notes
into gold
(b) allowing the value of rupee to be
fixed by market forces
(c) freely permitting the conversion of
rupee to other currencies and vice versa
(d) developing an international market
for currencies in India
Answer: (c) freely permitting the conversion of rupee to other currencies
and vice versa
Source: CST July 2015, Page No. 136
and Column 1: Convertibility of rupee,
thus means that the rupee can be freely converted into Dollar, Pound, Sterling, Yen, Euro, etc. and vis-à-vis at the
rate of exchange, determined by the
demand and supply forces. Following
the June 1991 liberalisation, the government and the RBI have been progressively lifting curbs on capital flows,
which saw the FII investment into domestic debt rise to USD 31 billion as of
now. RBI had said that the central bank
aims to move towards capital account
convertibility as also set up a system
where loans could be benchmarked
against market rate, alike London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR).
4. Which of the following brings out
the Consumer Price Index Number for
Industrial Workers?
(a) The Reserve Bank of India
(b) The Department of Economic Affairs
(c) The Labour Bureau
(d) The Department of Personnel and
Training
Answer: (c) The Labour Bureau
5. In India, markets in agricultural
products are regulated under the
(a) Essential Commodities Act, 1955
(b) Agricultural Produce Market Committee Act enacted by States
(c) Agricultural Produce (Grading and
Marking) Act, 1937
(d) Food Products Order, 1956 and
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Meat and Food Products Order, 1973
Answer: (b) Agricultural Produce
Market Committee Act enacted by
States
Source: CST Indian Economy, Page
No. 308: Organized marketing of agricultural commodities is being promoted in the country through a network
of regulated markets. Most of the States
and Union Territories have enacted
legislations (the Agriculture Produce
Marketing Committee [APMC] Act) to
provide for regulation of agricultural
produce markets. Seventeen States/
UTs have amended their APMC Acts
and the remaining are in the process
of doing so.
6. Which one of the following issues
the ‘Global Economic Prospects’ report
periodically?
(a) The Asian Development Bank
(b) The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(c) The US Federal Reserve Bank
(d) The World Bank
Answer: (d) The World Bank
Developing countries face a series of
tough challenges in 2015, including the
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looming prospect of higher borrowing
costs in a new era of low prices for oil
and other key commodities. This will
result in a fourth consecutive year of
disappointing economic growth this
year, says the World Bank Group’s latest 2015 Global Economic Prospects
report, released on June 10. Developing countries are now projected to
grow by 4.4 percent this year, with a
likely rise to 5.2 percent in 2016, and
5.4 percent in 2017.
7. When the Reserve Bank of India reduces the Statutory Liquidity Ratio by
50 basis points, which of the following
is likely to happen?
(a) India’s GDP growth rate increases
drastically
(b) Foreign Institutional Investors may
bring more capital into our country
(c) Scheduled Commercial Banks may
cut their lending rates
(d) It may drastically reduce the liquidity to the banking system
Answer: (c) Scheduled Commercial
Civil Services

TIMES www.civilservicestimes.com

PT GS 2015 Paper solved with CST performance

Banks may cut their lending rates
Source: CST May 2015, Page No. 89
and Column 1 and 2: In an attempt to
provide more liquidity to the banking
system, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), reduced the Statutory Liquidity
Ratio (SLR) by 50 basis points to 21.50
per cent from 22 per cent with effect
from February 7, 2015. This is likely to
pump in around Rs.45,000 crore to the
system, which is likely to prod banks
to cut their lending rates.
8. The Fair and Remunerative Price
(FRP) of sugarcane is approved by the
(a) Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs
(b) Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices
(c) Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, Ministry of Agriculture
(d) Agricultural Produce Market Committee
Answer: (a) Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs
9. A decrease in tax to GDP ratio of a

country indicates which of the following?
1. Slowing economic growth rate
2. Less equitable distribution of national income
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b) 2 only
Source: CST August, 2015, Page No.
27 and Column 1: Amid debate over
imposing higher taxes on super-rich,
the economic survey has said efforts
should be made to raise revenue by
widening tax base and not by increasing the rates. The survey pointed out
“It is much better to achieve a higher
tax-GDP ratio by broadening the base
which is taxed rather than increasing
marginal tax rates significantly —
higher and higher tax rates impinge

more and more on incentives to undertake taxable activity, while encouraging tax evasion”.
10. ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana’ has been launched for
(a) providing housing loan to poor people at cheaper interest rates
(b) promoting women’s Self-Help
Groups in backward areas
(c) promoting financial inclusion in the
country
(d) providing financial help to the marginalized communities
Answer: (c) promoting financial inclusion in the country
Source: CST November 2014, Page
No. 32 and Column 1: The Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is a comprehensive financial inclusion based national mission with the objective of
covering all households in the country
with banking facilities and having a
bank account for each household. The
programme, to cover about 7.5 crore
unbanked households in the country,
is geared towards ensuring inclusive
financing which is the delivery of financial services at affordable costs to
sections of disadvantaged and low-income segments of society, in contrast
to financial exclusion where those services are not available or affordable.
11. With reference to the Fourteenth
Finance Commission, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It has increased the share of States
in the central divisible pool from 32
percent to 42 percent.
2. It has made recommendations concerning sector-specific grants.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (a) 1 only
Source: CST April 2015, Page No. 43
and Column 1: In order to strengthen
the position states to implement the
schemes, the Fourteenth Finance Commission’s (FFC’s) recommendation increasing the share of states in Central
taxes to 42 per cent from the current 32
per cent, but the share of nine states
has decreased.
12. There has been a persistent deficit
budget year after year. Which of the
following actions can be taken by the
government to reduce the deficit?
1. Reducing revenue expenditure
2. Introducing new welfare schemes
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3. Rationalizing subsidies
4. Expanding industries
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only
Source: CST Indian Economy, Page
No. 167: Subsidy accounts for roughly 2.5 per cent of India’s GDP. If one
adds bonds issued to oil marketing
companies (in lieu of subsidies) to compensate for under-recoveries, it will be
another 2 per cent of India’s GDP.
Thus, subsidy— covert and overt — is
blocking roughly $90-100 billion annually and is a major cause of high levels
of fiscal deficit.
13. The problem of international liquidity is related to the non-availability of
(a) goods and services
(b) gold and silver
(c) dollars and other hard currencies
(d) exportable surplus
Answer: (c) dollars and other hard
currencies
Source: CST Indian Economy, Page
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No. 212: The SDR, or Special Drawing
Right, is an international reserve asset
that member countries can add to their
foreign currency and gold reserves and
use for payments requiring foreign
exchange. Its value is set daily using a
basket of four major currencies: the
euro, Japanese yen, pound sterling, and
U.S. dollar. The IMF introduced the
SDR in 1969 because of concern that the
stock and prospective growth of international reserves might not be sufficient to support the expansion of world
trade. (The main reserve assets at the
time were gold and U.S. dollars.) The
SDR was introduced as a supplementary reserve asset, which the IMF could
“allocate” periodically to members
when the need arose, and cancel, as
necessary.
14. Consider the following statements:
1. The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits
Programme was launched during
1996-97 to provide loan assistance to
poor farmers.
Civil Services
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2. The Command Area Development
Programme was launched in 1974-75
for the development of water-use efficiency.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b) 2 only
Source: CST Indian Economy, Page
No. 296: The Central Government initiated the Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) from 1996-97 to
extend assistance for the completion of
incomplete irrigation schemes. Under
this programme, projects approved by
the Planning Commission are eligible
for assistance.
CST Indian Economy, Page No. 298:
The Centrally-sponsored Command
Area Development (CAD) Programme
currently known as Command Area
Development and Water Management
(CADWM) programme was launched
in 1974-75 with the objective of bridging the gap between irrigation potential created and that utilized through
efficient utilization of created irrigation
potential and optimizing agricultural
production from irrigated lands on a
sustainable basis.
15. ‘Basel III Accord’ or simply ‘Basel
III, often seen in the news, seeks to
(a) develop national strategies for the
conservation and sustainable use of

biological diversity
(b) improve banking sector’s ability to
deal with financial and economic stress
and improve risk management
(c) reduce the greenhouse gas emissions but places a heavier burden on
developed countries
(d) transfer technology from developed
countries to poor countries to enable
them to replace the use of chlorofluorocarbons in refrigeration with harmless chemicals

Answer: (b) improve banking sector’s
ability to deal with financial and economic stress and improve risk management
Source: CST May 2015, Page No. 92
and Column 3:
Basel III was designed to address the
weaknesses of the past crisis and to
make the banking sector much stronger and efficient enough to face any
crisis, especially to absorb financial and
economic stress and whatever the
source, thus reducing the risk of spillover from the financial sector to the real
economy. The major thrust area of
Basel III is improvement of quantity
and quality of capital of banks, with
stronger supervision, risk management
and disclosure standards.
16. With reference to Indian economy,
consider the following statements :
1. The rate of growth of Real Gross
Domestic Product has steadily increased in the last decade.
2. The Gross Domestic Product at market prices (in rupees) has steadily increased in the last decade.
Which of the statements given above
is/arc correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (b) 2 only
Source: CST April 2015, Page No. 25
and Column 2 and Page No. 27 (Box)
to seen the trends of GDP.
17. With reference to Indian economy,
consider the following :
1. Bank rate
2. Open market operations
3. Public debt
4. Public revenue
Which of the above is/are component/
components of Monetary Policy?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 2
(d) 1, 3 and 4
Answer: (c) 1 and 2
Source: CST May 2015, Page No. 89
and Column 3: Under quantitative
credit control the total amount of credit
is affected which is put to use in the
economy. It is operated through Bank
rate, Open market operations, Cash
reserve ratio. The success of quantitative credit control depends on the level of the functioning of money market.
18. With reference to inflation in India, which of the following statements
is correct?
(a) Controlling the inflation in India is
the responsibility of the Government
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of India only
(b) The Reserve Bank of India has no
role in controlling the inflation
(c) Decreased money circulation helps
in controlling the inflation
(d) Increased money circulation helps
in controlling the inflation
Answer: (c) Decreased money circulation helps in controlling the inflation
Source: CST Indian Economy, Page
No. 249: Demand-Pull Inflation: “too
much money chasing too few goods” the demand pulls up the prices. The
Keynes says that aggregate demand
(total demand for goods and services)
is the main source of demand pull. At
full employment, any increase arising
in any sector of aggregate demand will
lead to upward movements in prices.
Increases in government expenditure
on goods and services for military or
any other use will lead to increased
demand and higher prices. Keynesians
tend not to be very concerned about
money supply as a source of, or cure
for, demand-pull inflation. Monetarists, on the other hand, emphasize the
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role of money as a source of demandpull inflation. If money supply increases beyond that amount which households and firms want to hold, the monetarists say, they will spend it. Spending will result in the purchase of more
goods at constant prices or the same
goods at higher prices or the same
goods at constant prices or some combination of both.
19. In India, the steel production industry requires the import of
a) salt petre
b) rock phosphate
c) coking coal
d) All of the above
Answer: c) coking coal
Source: CST Indian Economy, Page
No. 340: The problems of mettallurgical coal.
20. The terms ‘Agreement on Agriculture’, ‘Agreement on the Application
of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures’ and Peace Clause’ appear in the
news frequently in the context of the
Civil Services
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affairs of the
(a) Food and Agriculture Organization
(b) United Nations Framework Conference on Climate Change
(c) World Trade Organization
(d) United Nations Environment Programme
Answer: (c) WTO
Source: CST Indian Economy: Page
No. 235: The basic functioning of WTO
depends upon- 1. Multi fibre agreement (MFA); 2.Agreements on agriculture (AOA); 3. Trade related investment measures (TRIMS); 4. Trade related intellectual property rights
(TRIPS)

5. general agreement on trade and services (GATS)

Indian
Government
and Politics

1. Consider the following statements :
1. The Executive Power of the Union
of India is vested in the Prime Minister.
2. The Prime Minister is the ex-officio
Chairman of the Civil Services Board.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither I nor 2
Answer: (d) Neither I nor 2
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 234: Article 77: (1)
All executive action of the Government
of India shall be expressed to be taken
in the name of the President.
(2) Orders and other instruments made
and executed in the name of the President shall be authenticated in such
manner as may be specified in rules to

be made by the President, and the validity of an order or instrument which
is so authenticated shall not be called
in question on the ground that it is not
an order or instrument made or executed by the President.
(3) The President shall make rules for
the more convenient transaction of the
business of the Government of India,
and for the allocation among Ministers
of the said business.
Source: CST February 2015, Page No.
136: The Cabinet Secretariat is under
the direct charge of the Prime Minister. The administrative head of the Secretariat is the Cabinet Secretary who is
also the ex-officio Chairman of the Civil Services Board. In the Government
of India (Allocation of Business) Rules,
1961 “Cabinet Secretariat” finds a place
in the First Schedule to the Rules. The
subjects allotted to this Secretariat are:
1. Secretarial assistance; to Cabinet and
Cabinet Committees;and 2. Rules of
Business.
2. The Government of India has established NITI Aayog to replace the
(a) Human Rights Commission
(b) Finance Commission
(c) Law Commission
(d) Planning Commission
Answer: (d) Planning Commission
Source: CST March 2015, Page No. 19:
The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog has finally replaced the 65-year-old socialist inclined
Planning Commission. The Niti Aayog
was formed on 1st January, 2015 with
the objective of providing the central
and state governments; serve as a “directional and policy dynamo”, with
relevant strategic and technical advice
on the economy.
3. When a bill is referred to a joint sitting of both the Houses of the Parliament, it has to be passed by
(a) a simple majority of members
present and voting
(b) three-fourths majority of members
present and voting
(c) two-thirds majority of the Houses
(d) absolute majority of the Houses
Answer: (a) a simple majority of members present and voting
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 299: Prevention of
Terrorism Bill, 2002. The Bill was
passed by the Lok Sabha but the Rajya
Sabha rejected the Bill and as a result
of the Joint Sitting took place on 26th
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March 2002. The bill was passed when
425 members voted for it and 296
against.
4. Consider the following statements :
1. The Rajya Sabha has no power either to reject or to amend a Money Bill.
2. The Rajya Sabha cannot vote the
Demands for Grants.
3. The Rajya Sabha cannot discuss the
Annual Financial Statement.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (b) 1 and 2 only
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 303: Bills which exclusively contain provisions for imposition and abolition of taxes, for appropriation of moneys out of the Consolidated Fund, etc., are certified as Money Bills. Money Bills can be introduced
only in Lok Sabha. Rajya Sabha cannot
make amendments in a Money Bill
passed by Lok Sabha and transmitted
to it.
CST Indian Government and Politics,
Page No. 297: Appropriation Bill: As
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per Article 114, it is a bill incorporating all the demands for grants voted
by the Lok Sabha, along with the expenditure charged on CFI. It is introduced in the Lok Sabha.
5. The Government of India Act of
1919 clearly defined
(a) the separation of power between the
judiciary and the legislature
(b) the jurisdiction of the central and
provincial governments
(c) the powers of the Secretary of State
for India and the Viceroy
(d) None of the above
Answer: (b) the jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 37: The new scheme
of Government envisaged a division of
subjects into the Central List and the
Provincial List.
6. Consider the following statements
regarding the Directive Principles of
State Policy :
1. The Principles spell out the socioCivil Services
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economic democracy in the country.
2. The provisions contained in these
Principles are not enforceable by any
court.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2
CST Indian Government and Politics,
Page No. 208: The court believes that
the Directive Principles were left by the
founding fathers as non-enforceable
was to give the Government sufficient
latitude to implement them. It is the
readymade guidelines available to
government that can be fundamental
in governance of the country.
7. The provisions in Fifth Schedule and
Sixth Schedule in the Constitution of
India are made in order to
(a) protect the interests of Scheduled
Tribes
(b) determine the boundaries between
States
(c) determine the powers, authority
and responsibilities of Panchayats
(d) protect the interests of all the border States
Answer: (a) protect the interests of
Scheduled Tribes
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 376: The following
nine States have Fifth Schedule Areas:
(i) Andhra Pradesh (ii) Chhattisgarh
(iii) Gujarat (iv) Himachal Pradesh (v)
Jharkhand (vi) Madhya Pradesh (vii)
Maharashtra (viii) Orissa and (ix) Rajasthan. While all nine States have enacted requisite compliance legislations
by amending the respective Panchayati
Raj Acts, certain gaps continue to exist. Further, some states are also yet to
amend the subject laws, like those relating to money lending, forest, excise
etc. Consequently, the compliance remains incomplete. Vital issues like the
ownership of minor forest produce,
planning and management of minor
water bodies, prevention of alienation
of tribal lands etc., which have been
duly recognized in PESA as the traditional rights of tribals living in the
Scheduled Areas are still in urgent
need of resolution.
8. With reference to the Union Government, consider the following statements
1. The Department of Revenue is responsible for the preparation of Union

Budget that is presented to the Parliament
2. No amount can be withdrawn from
the Consolidated Fund of India without the authorization from the Parliament of India.
3. All the disbursements made from
Public Account also need the authorization from the Parliament of India.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 2 only
Source: CST July 2015, Page No.44 and
Column No. 1: Budgetary process
The entire process proceeds in various
steps: (a) Preparation starts in September by Finance Ministry. (b) Planning
Commission scrutinizes the estimates.
(c) Estimates of Revenue are prepared
by the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance.
Article 112, 113, 265 and Rule 104: No
tax should be levied or collected except
by authority of Parliament and that the
President shall, in respect of every financial year, cause to be laid before
both Houses, the annual financial statement.
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 299-300: Public Account: The Provident Fund, small saving collections, etc., re ceived by the
government are kept under the Public
Account. The money under Public Account does not belong to government
and has to be paid back sometime or
the other to the persons and authorities who deposited them.
9. Who/Which of the following is the
custodian of the Constitution of India?
(a) The President of India
(b) The Prime Minister of India
(c) The Lok Sabha Secretariat
(d) The Supreme Court of India
Answer: (d) Supreme Court of India
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 42: The Judiciary is
the guardian of the Constitution.
10. Which one of the following was
given classical language status recently?
(a) Odia
(b) Konkani
(c) Bhojpuri
(d) Assamese
Answer: (a) Odia
Source: CST May 2014, Page No.126
and Column No. 3: In a significant
move, the Union Cabinet has given its
approval for classifying Odia as a clas-
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sical language. With
this decision, Odia has become the
sixth language in India to get classical
status. So far, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada and Malayalam have been
declared as classical languages.
11. Consider the following statements:
1. The Legislative Council of a State in
India can be larger in size than half of
the Legislative Assembly of that particular State.
2. The Governor of a State nominates
the Chairman of Legislative Council of
that particular State.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither I nor 2
Answer: (d) Neither I nor 2
Article 171: The total number of members in the legislative council of a State
having shall council shall not exceed
one-third of the total number of members in the Legislative assembly of that
state.
12. “To uphold and protect the Sovereignty, Unity and Integrity of India”
is a provision made in the
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(a) Preamble of the Constitution
(b) Directive Principles of State Policy
(c) Fundamental Rights
(d) Fundamental Duties
Answer: (d) Fundamental Duties
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 215: 11 duties are:
(1) To abide by constitution and respect
its ideal and institutions, the National
Flag and National Anthem.
(2) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom.
(3) To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.
13. The fundamental object of Panchayati Raj system is to ensure which
among the following?
1. People’s participation in development
2. Political accountability
3. Democratic decentralization
4. Financial mobilization
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
Civil Services
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(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
Source: CST March 2015, Page No.52
and Column No. 1: Indian constitution
has clear cut provisions under Article
40 to ensure and strengthen people’s
participation in the governance. Accordingly, the government has emphasised the need to strengthen Gram Sabhas for effective participation of people in governance. Panchayats have a
definitive role in preparing village level schemes on the basis of local needs
and requirement. Panchayats also play
an important role in the implementation
of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme and
the Indira Aawas Yozana.
14. The ideal of ‘Welfare State’ in the
Indian Constitution is enshrined in its
(a) Preamble
(b) Directive Principles of State Policy
(c) Fundamental Rights
(d) Seventh Schedule
Answer: (b) Directive Principles of
State Policy
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 208: DPSP largely
contains social and economic rights,
designed to bring about a concept of
welfare state as well as social change,
whereas fundamental rights largely
contains civil and political rights to
bring about equal justice and opportunities to all.
15. There is a Parliamentary System
of Government in India because the
(a) Lok Sabha is elected directly by the
people
(6) Parliament can amend the Constitution
(c) Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved
(d) Council of Ministers is responsible
to the Lok Sabha
Answer: (d) Council of Ministers is responsible to the Lok Sabha
Source: CST Indian Government and
Politics, Page No. 390-392: Relationship between council of ministers and
legislature: In Parliamentary system
the council of ministers is collectively
accountable to the legislature. In Presidential system the members of Cabinet have no accountability to the legislature. In Parliamentary system the
head of thegovernment is different
from the head of the state whereas a

Presidential system has a single executive authority. In Parliamentary system the head of the government can
remain in office only if he enjoys the
majority of the legislature; no such stipulation in Presidential form.
In Parliamentary system the head of
the government and his cabinet can be
removed by the legislature through no
confidence motion, if they loose majority, but in the Presidential system the
President can only be removed by the
legislature through the extreme step of
impeachment.

Science
and Technology

1. With reference to ‘Near Field Communication (NFC) Technology’, which
of the following statements is/arc correct?
1. It is a contactless communication
technology that uses electromagnetic
radio fields.
2. NFC is designed for use by devices
which can be at a distance of even a
metre from each other.
3. NFC can use encryption when sending sensitive information.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
At the theoretical, the working distance
with compact standard antennas is up
to 20 cm and a metre.
2. With reference to the use of nanotechnology in health sector, which of
the following statements is/are correct?
1. Targeted drug delivery is made possible by nanotechnology.
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2. Nanotechnology can largely contribute to gene therapy.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2
Source: CST October 2014, Page No.
74 and Column No. 3:
Nano materials exhibit novel properties and its applications can be used in
power systems and to develop applications for product and systems. Nanotechnology can be used in various
areas of healthcare system like making
materials with enhanced biological
properties like new implants, development of regenerative medicines, cell
diagnostics and therapy, tissue engineering, development of antibacterial
nana-materials and wound healing
nano-materials, development of biosensors with improved sensivity, detection of cancer cells and cancer therapy, drug delivery through nano devices and development of nano vaccines, nano neutraceuticals and nano
food. Nano technology can be used for
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targeting cancer cells.
3. Which of the following statements
is/are correct regarding National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF)?
1. NIF is an autonomous body of the
Department of Science and Technology under the Central Government.
2. NIF is an initiative to strengthen the
highly advanced scientific research in
India’s premier scientific institutions in
collaboration with highly advanced
foreign scientific institutions.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (a) 1 only
Source: CST Science and Technology,
Page 87: In order to promote convergent technology solutions for applications in rural India, a new council for
Science and Technology for Rural India (CSTRI) has been formed and two
facilitation centres one at North East
Institute for Science and Technology
Civil Services
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and other at Indian Institute of Technology, Madras at Chennai have been
established. Conversion of National
Innovation Foundation into an Autonomous Institute of Government of India National Innovation Foundation
has been supported through a corpus
fund from DST for promoting grassroots and inclusive innovations for
more than 10 years.
4. With reference to ‘fuel cells’ in which
hydrogen-rich fuel and oxygen are
used to generate electricity, consider
the following statements :
1 If pure hydrogen is used as a fuel,
the fuel cell emits heat and water as
by-products.
2. Fuel cells can be used for powering
buildings and not for small devices like
laptop computers.
3. Fuel cells produce electricity in the
form of Alternating Current (AC).
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (a) 1 only
Source: CST March 2014, Page No. 110
and Column No. 1:
How it works: An individual fuel cell

consists of two electrodes, one positivel
y charged (cathode) and one negatively charged (anode), with a substance
that conducts electricity (electrolyte)
sandwiched between them. Oxygen
from the air passes over the cathode
and hydrogen over the anode, generating electricity and water. The hydrogen fuel for a fuel cell electric vehicle
can be supplied in several ways. Most
vehicles carry a tank of pure hydrogen.
Individual fuel cells must be combined
into groups called fuel cell stacks in
order to achieve the necessary power

required for motor vehicle applications.
5. The Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee is constituted under the
(a) Food Safety and Standards Act,
2006
(b) Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999
(c) Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
(d) Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
Answer: (c) Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986
Source: CST Science and Technology,
Page 576: The Genetic Engineering
Approval Committee (GEAC), the
apex body was notified under Rules for
the Manufacture, Use, Import, Export
and Storage of Hazardous Microorganisms/Genetically Engineered Organisms or Cells Rules 1989 for regulation
of genetically modified organisms in
India. GEAC is the statutory authority
under the environment ministry to
clear trials and introduction of genetically modified crops.
6. HIN1 virus is sometimes mentioned
in the news with reference to which one
of the following diseases?
(a) AIDS
(b) Bird flu
(c) Dengue
(d) Swine flu
Answer: (d) Swine flu
H1N1 flu is also known as swine flu.
It’s called swine flu because in the past,
the people who caught it had direct
contact with pigs. That changed several years ago, when a new virus
emerged that spread among people
who hadn’t been near pigs.
Source: CST Science and Technology,
Page 377: Influenza – A (H1N1) (earlier known as swine flu) is a new influenza virus causing illness in people.
First detected in Mexico in April, 2009,
it has spread to many countries in the
World. Swine flu is basically a misnomer.
7. In which of the following activities
are Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) satellites used?
I. Assessment of crop productivity
2. Locating groundwater resources
3. Mineral exploration
4. Telecommunications
5. Traffic studies
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 4 and 5 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
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Answer: (a)1, 2 and 3 only
Source: CST Science and Technology,
Page 450-453: Applications of Remote
sensing: 1. National Wastelands Monitoring; 2. National Wetlands Inventory and Assessment; 3. Snow and Glaciers Studies: 4. Coastal Zone Studies;
5. Forecasting Agricultural output using Space, Agrometeorology and Land
based observations (FASAL); 6. Assessment of Irrigation Potential under Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Program
(AIBP); 7.National Agricultural
Drought Assessment and Monitoring
System; 8. Biodiversity Characterisation: 9. National Urban Information
System (NUIS):10. Indian Forest Fire
Response and Assessment System (INFFRAS): 11. Water Resources Information System (WRIS): 12. Space Based
Information System for Decentralized
Planning (SIS-DP); 13. Natural Resources Census (NRC); 14. Flood Mapping and Monitoring; 15. Watershed
Monitoring and Development; 16. Potential Fishery Zone (PFZ) Forecasting
8. In the context of modem scientific
research, consider the following state-
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ments about ‘lceCube’, a particle detector located at South Pole, which was
recently in the news :
1. It is the world’s largest neutrino detector, encompassing a cubic kilometre of ice.
2. It is a powerful telescope to search
for dark matter.
3. It is buried deep in the ice.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3
9. With reference to the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency
Limited (IREDA), which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It is a Public Limited Government
Company.
2. It is a Non-Banking Financial Company.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) I only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2
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Source: CST Science and Technology,
Page 315 in Box: Global Information
System (GIS) based Renewable Energy Resource Potential Mapping has
been initiated by the Ministry in 2005.
Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd. (IREDA) was established in 1987 as a Public Sector NonBanking Financial Company to provide term loans for renewable energy
projects.

Current and
Contemporary

1. International
1. India is a member of which among
the following?
1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
2. Association of South-East Asian nation
3. East Asia Summit
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) India is a member of none of them

Answer: (b) 3 only
Source: CST Foreign Policy, Page No.
865: EAS is consisted of the 10 ASEAN
member states and its dialogue partners, including the US, Russia, China,
Australia, New Zealand, South Korea
and Japan.
CST Foreign Policy, Page No. 893
India applied for membership in APEC
in 1991, at a time when the central question for the forum was how to incorporate the “three Chinas,” namely the
People’s Republic, Hong Kong, and —
in APEC parlance —Chinese Taipei.
APEC had imposed a moratorium on
considering new entrants from 1994 to
1997. At the time the moratorium was

lifted, it is believed that as many as ten
economies were in the queue to join
APEC, with India near the top of the
list. Again in 1997, APEC imposed ten
years moratorium on considering new
entrants.
2. Among the following, which were
frequently mentioned in the news for
the outbreak of Ebola virus recently?
(a) Syria and Jordan
(b) Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia
(c) Philippines and Papua New Guinea
(d) Jamaica, Haiti and Surinam
Answer: (b) Guinea, Sierra Leone and
Liberia
Source: CST February 2015, Page No.
19 in Box: Ebola has killed more than
5,000 people in West Africa this year,
mostly in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra
Leone. The World Health Organization
(WHO) had declared the outbreak a
global health emergency. According to
UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) with some 8,069
cases.
3. The ‘Fortaleza Declaration’, recently
in the news, is related to the affairs of
(a) ASEAN
(b) BRICS
(c) OECD
(d) WTO
Answer: (b) BRICS
Source: CST October 2014, Page No.
20 in Box:
Finally, at the BRICS Summit in Fortaleza, the leaders of Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa have
decided to create their own bank
named New Development Bank (NDB)
to create an alternative to the economic institutions like the World Bank
(WB) and International Monetary Fund
(IMF). The western dominated economic institutions are not able to restructure their organisation despite
demands of the some developed and
emerging market economies (EMEs).
4. ‘Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action’, often seen in the news, is
(a) a strategy to tackle the regional terrorism, an outcome of a meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(b) a plan of action for sustainable economic growth in the Asia-Pacific Region, an outcome of the deliberations
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Forum
(c) an agenda for women’s empowerment, an outcome of a World Conference convened by the United Nations
(d) a strategy to combat wildlife trafficking, a declaration of the East Asia
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Summit
Answer: (c) an agenda for women’s
empowerment, an outcome of a World
Conference convened by the United
Nations
5. Consider the following countries :
1. China
2. France
3. India
4. Israel
5. Pakistan
Which among the above are Nuclear
Weapons States as recognized by the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, commonly known
as Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NET)?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Answer: (a) 1 and 2
Source: CST Foreign Policy, Page 995:
The NPT divides parties into two classifications: those that tested nuclear
weapons before 1968, and those that
did not. The former states-known as
“nuclear-weapon states”-are China,
France, Russia (then the Soviet Union),
the United Kingdom, and the United
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States. These states were allowed temporarily to maintain their nuclear status. Other countries joined the NPT as
“non-nuclear-weapon states”.
6. The area known as ‘Golan Heights’
sometimes appears in the news in the
context of the events related to
a) Central Asia
b) Middle East
c) South-East Asia
d) Central Africa
Answer: b) Middle East
Source: CST Mains II, Page No. II. 55:
Middle East UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF): From early
March 1974, the situation in the IsraelSyria sector became increasingly unstable, and firing intensified. The United
Nations Disengagement Observer
Force (UNDOF) was established on 31
May 1974 by Security Council resolution 350 (1974), following the agreed
disengagement of the Israeli and Syrian forces in the Golan Heights.
7. Amnesty International is
Civil Services
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(a) an agency of the United Nations to
help refugees of civil war.
(b) a global Human Rights Movement.
(c)a non-governmental voluntary organization to help very poor people.
(d)an inter-governmental agency to
cater to medical emergencies in warravaged regions.
Answer: (b) a global Human Rights
Movement.
Source: CST Mains II, Page No. II. 2:
Amnesty International is a world-embracing movement working for the
protection of human rights. It is independent of all governments and is neutral in its relation to political groups,
ideologies and religious dividing lines.
8. With reference to ‘Indian Ocean Rim
Association for Regional Cooperation
(IOR-ARC)’, consider the following
statements :
I. It was established very recently in
response to incidents of piracy and accidents of oil spills.

2. It is an alliance meant for maritime
security only.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither I nor 2
Answer: (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Source: CST Foreign Policy, Page 886887: The Association disseminates information on trade and investment regimes, with a view to helping the region’s business community better understand the impediments to trade and
investment within the region. These information changes have been intended to serve as a base to expand intraregional trade.
9. In the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation,
an initiative of six countries, which of
the following is/are not a participant/
participants?
1. Bangladesh
2. Cambodia
3. China
4. Myanmar

5. Thailand
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 5
Answer: (c) 1 and 3
Source: CST Foreign Policy, Page 885
MGC comprises six member countries
namely India,Thailand, Burma, Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Vietnam.
10. ‘BioCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest Landscapes’ is managed by the
(a) Asian Development Bank
(b) International Monetary Fund
(c) United Nations Environment Programme
(d) World Bank
Answer: (d) World Bank
Norway, the United Kingdom, and the
United States together committed $280
million – up to $135 million from Norway, $120 million from the U.K, and
$25 million from the U.S. – as part of
their efforts to slow climate change.
The initiative will be managed by the
BioCarbon Fund, a public-private program housed within the World Bank
that mobilizes finance for activities that
sequester or conserve carbon emissions
in forest and agricultural systems.
11. With reference to ‘Forest Carbon
Partnership Facility’, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It is a global partnership of governments, businesses, civil society and indigenous peoples.
2. It provides financial aid to universities, individual scientists and institutions involved in
scientific forestry research to develop
eco-friendly and climate adaptation
technologies for sustainable forest
management.
3. It assists the countries in their
‘REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation+)’ efforts by providing them with
financial and technical assistance.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
To disseminate broadly the knowledge
gained in the development of the Facility and the implementation of Readiness Preparation Proposals (RPPs) and
Emission Reductions Programs (ERPs).
The FCPF's funding mechanisms:
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The FCPF has two separate but complementary funding mechanisms —
the Readiness Fund and the Carbon
Fund — to achieve its strategic objectives. Both funds are underpinned by
a multi-donor fund of governments
and non-governmental entities, including private companies that make a
minimum financial contribution of $5
million.
2. National
12. Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development for 2014
was given to which one of the following?
(a) Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(b) Indian Institute of Science
(c) Indian Space Research Organisation
(d) Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
Answer: (c) Indian Space Research
Organisation
Source: CST January 2015, Page No.
34 and Column No. 3: Forty years of
pioneering work culminating in the
successful launch of India’s first Mars
orbiter in September 2014 has won the
Indian Space Research Organisation
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the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development for 2014.
13. Which of the following has/have
been accorded ‘Geographical Indication’ status
1. Banaras Brocades and Sarees
2. Rajasthani Daal-Bati-Churma
3. Tirupathi Laddu
Select the correct answer using the code
given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only
As on December 15, 2014, the GI registry, Chennai had received 503 applications and 215 number of products were
registered as GI. The factors responsible for low percentage of patent applications filed by Indian applicants may
include the lack of awareness about the
patent system and its benefits, lack of
proper planning by Indian industry for
building of patent portfolio and lack
of modern research facilities in Indian
industry.
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